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What is a General Plan? 

• “Constitution” for growth and development   

• Establishes common vision and desired 

outcomes  

• Provides consistent direction for future 

development  

• Balances growth, conservation, and quality of 

life  

• Required under California State Legislation 
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How does the General 

Plan affect you? 

• How you and neighbors can develop and use property  

• How easy it is to get to your job and services  

• How long you spend in traffic during your commute  

• The number and types of jobs available in your community  

• The look and feel of neighborhood 

• Number and quality of parks available to you  

• Your exposure to unwanted noise  

• Risk to you and your property from environmental hazards 

• How cultural and natural resources around you are 

conserved 
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Organization & Format 

• Volume I: General Plan 

Policy Document 

• Volume II: Technical 

Background Report 

• Volume III: Community 

Identity Element and 

Community Plans 

• Volume IV: Draft EIR 

 

• Title 17 Changes 
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Organization & Format 

• Section A: Built Environment 

o Chapter 1: Community Development and Design 

o Chapter 2: Housing Element 

o Chapter 3: Utilities Element 

o Chapter 4: Transportation Element 

o Chapter 5: Noise Element 

• Section B: Economy 

o Chapter 6: Economic Development Element 

o Chapter 7: Managed Resources Element 

o Chapter 8: Agricultural Element 
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Organization & Format 

• Section C: Community 

o Chapter 9: Public Safety Element 

o Chapter 10: Healthy Communities Element 

o Chapter 11: Parks and Recreation Element 

o Chapter 12: Education and Libraries Element 

o Chapter 13: Cultural Resources Element 

• Section B: Natural Environment 

o Chapter 14: Water Supply Element 

o Chapter 15: Air Quality Element 

o Chapter 16: Natural Resources Element 

o Chapter 17: Natural Hazards Element 

o Chapter 18: Climate Change Element 
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Organization & Format 

• Community Plans: 

o Community Identity Element 

o Community Plan A: Jamestown 

o Community Plan B: Columbia 

o Community Plan C: East Sonora 

o Community Plan D: Tuolumne 

o Community Plan E: Mountain 

Springs 
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Organization & Format 
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Land Use Map 
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General Plan and 

Environmental Review 

• California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 

• Environmental Impact Report (EIR) 

• Evaluates broad impacts of goals, policies, and 

programs  

• Evaluates anticipated growth 

• Program Level, not parcel specific 

• Public Review-45 days 

• Final General Plan and Final EIR December 

2018 
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Where to Review 

Documents 

• Online  
– https://www.tuolumnecounty.ca.gov/889/General-Plan-Update 

• Pick up a CD at CRA 4th Floor 

• View hardcopy at CRA 4th Floor 

• Main Library, Sonora 

• Request Hard Copy ($)- via email 

qyaley@co.tuolumne.ca.us 
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Ways to Comment 

• Written comments may be submitted via: 

o Email: qyaley@co.tuolumne.ca.us  

o Fax: 209-533-5633 

o Mail:  
Community Resources Agency, attn: Quincy Yaley 

2 South Green Street 

Sonora, CA 95370 

o Hand Deliver: 
A.N. Francisco Building 

48 Yaney, fourth floor 

Sonora, California 
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General Plan and  

EIR Comments 

• Written and verbal comments welcome 

• Staff will analyze comments  

• Summary and comments in staff report 

• Staff may recommend changes to the 

documents based on comments 
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Helpful Comments 

• Types of comments appropriate for General Plan 

o Corrections to background information/maps 

o Goal, policy, or implementation program changes 

o General Plan land use or circulation map changes 

o Strengthening or de-emphasizing certain policy topics 

 

• Types of comments appropriate for EIR 

o Corrections to the information provided in the EIR 

o Data and evidence used in EIR analysis 

o Technical adequacy of EIR analysis 
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Next Steps 

• Release of the EIR 

• Town Hall Meetings 

• Stakeholder/Focus Group Meetings 

• Public Comment and Review 

• Final EIR and adoption hearings  

o Winter 2018 
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Questions? 
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DAVID GONZALVES, DIRECTOR 

QUINCY YALEY, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR – DEVELOPMENT 

COMMUNITY RESOURCES AGENCY 


